
Town of Wilkesboro 

ZONING VARIANCE  
APPLICATION 

Planning and Community Development 

203 West Main Street | P.O. Box 1056 

Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

P: 336.838.3951 | F: 336.838.7616 

planning@wilkesboronc.org  

 

LOCATION OF PROJECT (ADDRESS):  PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER   

PROJECT/ PROPERTY: 

APPLICANT/ REPRESENTATIVE NAME:  

APPLICANT/ REP. ADDRESS: 

 

MOBILE #: HOME #:  

EMAIL: 

PROPERTY OWNER NAME* (SIGNATURE REQUIRED BELOW): 

PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS: 

 

*IN THE CASE MULTIPLE OWNERS, ALL OWNERS MUST BE IDENTIFIED. 

 PROPERTY LOCATION: 

 

 

PARCEL ID: CURRENT ZONING:  

 

ZONING ORDIANCE SECTION FOR WHICH 

VARIANCE IS REQUESTED: 
 

 

DESCRIPTION OF VARIANCE:   

 
 

OWNER SIGNATURE: 

 

DATE: 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE: DATE: 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST PROVIDE THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES  OF ALL ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS WITH THIS APPLICATION. 

RECEIEVED BY: DATE: FEE: 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DECISION: □ APPROVED 

                                                                 □ DENIED 

MEETING DATE: 

ZONING OFFICER SIGNATURE: DATE: 

CONDITIONS/ COMMENTS:  

SHADED AREAS FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY. 
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ZONING VARIANCE APPLICATION 

initiator:planning@wilkesboronorthcarolina.com;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:209bc1ea79a4d24cae82320fcadc21ad



The Zoning Board of Adjustment does not have unlimited discretion in deciding whether to grant a variance.  Under the state’s  
enabling act, the Board is required to reach three conclusions before it may grant a variance: 

a) there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance, b) the 
variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the ordinance and preserves its spirit, c) in granting the variance, the 
public safety and welfare have been assured and substantial justice has been done. 

 

In the spaces provided below, indicate the facts that you intend to show and the arguments that you intend to make to convince 
the Board that it can properly reach these three required conclusions. 

 
There are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance.  The courts have developed 
three rules to determine whether in a particular situation “practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships” exist.  State facts and arguments in 
support of each of the following: 

 
If in complying with the provisions of the ordinance, the property owner(s) can secure no reasonable return from, or make no 
reasonable use of, the property (It is not sufficient that failure to grant the variance simply makes the property less valuable). 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The hardship of which the applicant complains results from unique circumstances related to the applicant’s land.  Note: Hardships 
suffered by the applicant in common with his neighbors do not justify a variance.  Also, unique personal or family hardships are 
irrelevant, since a variance runs with the land. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The hardship is not the result of the applicant’s own actions. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the ordinance and preserves its spirit.  State facts and arguments to show 
that the variance requested represents the least possible deviation from the letter of the ordinance that will allow a reasonable use of the land 
and that the use of the property, if the variance is granted, will not substantially detract from the character of the neighborhood. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The granting of the variance secures the public safety and welfare and does substantial justice.  State facts and arguments to show that, on 
balance, if the variance is denied, the benefit to the public will be substantially outweighed by the harm suffered by the applicant. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
I certify that all information presented by me in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
 
X _______________________________________________________  Date: _____________________________________ 
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